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NOTES
1 Cuddalore M. Dandapani Pillai (1905-54) was my father, Ours was a family
of farmers. My father had been a wealthy man, with no formal education. He
followed his own individualistic and unfettered course and ran through his
property. Leaving his family, he took up a job at the age of 35 and made his living
as a worker in the fire service. My father was quite a connoisseur of the good
things of life and had a keen appreciation of art. He had also studied astrology.
Through a second wife he had two children.
2 Gandhi visited our town, Cuddalore, in 1946. As I grew older, the conviction'
was etched in my mind that I had decided to become the Mahatma's follower
at the very time I had his darshan at the Cuddalore railway station.
3 Subrahmanya Bharati (1882-1921), flaming patriot, humane philosopher, and,
in my opinion, a revolutionary poet of world class. I regard him with deep
humility and respect as my gnana guru.
4 The Justice Party was an anti-Congress political party started by some Indian
princes and zamindars who were supporters of the British. Though some highly
educated persons and members of the upper social strata lent their support to it,
the party grew only in the Madras Presidency where the four Dravidian languages
were spoken. The party incurred increasing odium among the people and was
demolished in the elections of 1937 by the Congress Party and leftist youth with a
socialist mentality. At the time when India became independent, many leading
figures of the Justice Party infiltrated the Congress and obtained positions in the
administration and ministries. There is no trace of the Justice Party at present.
The self-respect movement was organized by a group of individuals who had
earlier been very active in the Congress Party but had lost faith in the goal of
swaraj. They camti to believe that social reform and the eradication of supersti-
tions were of primary importance. They began to engage in propaganda on the
primacy of "commonsense" as a means of attaining "self-respect." But self-respect
came to be conceived by them in terms of denunciations of Indian lifestyles and
the Vedas, Itihasas, and our literary heritage. The movement received support
from big landlords and British lackeys who were jealous and disliked the
Brahmins. Ordinary people who did not know any better extended some half-
hearted support for it. Periyar E.V. Ramaswami Naicker (see Chapter 2, Note
12) was the prime movtr of the self-respect movement. In actual practice, the
self-respect sentiment was sought to be fostered by leaders of the movement as a
counter to the sentiment in favour of freedom from foreign rule. The way that the
cause of social reform was propagated by the movement was in fact an impediment
to social progress. The Dravida Kazhagam of today is the lineal descendant of the
self-respect movement.
5 One of the front-ranking leaders of the communist movement in India, P.C.
Joshi was general secretary of the Communist Party during the years of the
Second World War. He held the office till 1948. Joshi was held in esteem by
Gandhi and the nationalist leaders. For its mistake in discarding his leadership in
1948, the Communist Party of India continues to pay the price till today. Even
though the party came around in subsequent years to adopt many of the courses
formulated by Joshi, it ignored him completely. Joshi too gradually moved
away from intensive party activity. He still remains a member of the Communist